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IB MYP: Objectives And
Advantages
The International Baccalaureate Middle Years Program (IB MYP) is an internationally
acknowledged course of study designed to meet the educational needs of students
between 11 and 16 years of age. It provides rigorous academic challenges and life skills
appropriate to adolescents. The IB MYP is authorized independently which gives each school
flexibility in determining what the program will look like for its community.

The Program:
1.

Encourages international - mindedness in students, starting with a foundation in their own
language and culture.

2.

Places a premium on holistic interdisciplinary learning.

3.

Encourages a positive attitude toward learning by challenging students to solve
problems, show creativity, resourcefulness, and participate actively in their communities.

4.

Reflects real life by providing a framework that allows students to see connections among
subjects, and between the subjects and real issues.

5.

Supports the development of communication skills to encourage inquiry, understanding,
language acquisition, and to allow student reflection and expression.

6.

Emphasizes, through the IB Learner Profile, the development of the whole student
physically, intellectually, emotionally, and ethically.

What are the advantages of an IB education?
1.

IB World Schools are subject to a strict accreditation process monitored by the IB, ensuring
that schools provide a high-quality education.

2.

IB teaching methods and curricula are research - based and drawn from the best
educational practices from systems around the world.

3.

IB teachers are required to participate in many professional development opportunities to
continually promote their awareness of current educational practices and new thinking.
SZIA’s teachers regularly participate in MYP-related professional development workshops
as well as IB-recognized workshops and conferences.

4.

IB Programs are recognized internationally and ease the educational transition of mobile
students so that their education is not adversely effected if their families relocate.
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IB MYP Students And
The Learner Profile
The aim of all IB programs is to develop internationally minded people who, recognizing their common humanity and shared
guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and more peaceful world. IB learners strive to be:
INQUIRERS
We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for inquiry and research. We know how to learn
independently and with others. We learn with enthusiasm and sustain our love of learning throughout
life.
KNOWLEDGEABLE
We develop and use conceptual understanding, exploring knowledge across a range of disciplines. We
engage with issues and ideas that have local and global significance.
THINKERS
We use critical and creative thinking skills to analyze and take responsible action on complex
problems. We exercise initiative in making reasoned, ethical decisions.
COMMUNICATORS
We express ourselves confidently and creatively in more than one language and in many ways. We
collaborate effectively, listening carefully to the perspectives of other individuals and groups.
RISK-TAKERS (COURAGEOUS)
We approach uncertainty with forethought and determination; we work independently and
cooperatively to explore new ideas and innovative strategies. We are resourced and resilient in the
face of challenges and change.
PRINCIPLED
We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness and justice, and with respect for the
dignity and rights of people everywhere. We take responsibility for our actions and their consequences.
CARING
We show empathy, compassion and respect. We have a commitment to service, and we act to make
a positive difference in the lives of others and in the world around us.
OPEN-MINDED
We critically appreciate our own cultures and personal histories, as well as the values and traditions
of others. We seek and evaluate a range of points of view, and we are willing to grow from the
experience.
BALANCED
We understand the importance of balancing different aspects of our lives: intellectual, physical,
(spiritual) and emotional - to achieve well - being for ourselves and others. We recognize our
interdependence with other people and with the world we live in.
REFLECTIVE
We thoughtfully consider the world and our own ideas and experience. We work to understand our
strengths and weaknesses in order to support our learning and personal development.
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IB-MYP Subjects
The IB MYP has a core composed of eight subjects. Once fully implemented, each student in
the IB MYP is expected to have access to all subjects each year (all 8 subjects for grades 6 &
8; at least 6 subjects in grades 9 & 10). The programs and standards of those subjects will be
met in a variety of ways. SZIA will continue to work to provide options to support all learners.
The IB MYP subjects are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Language and Literature (English, Urdu, Arabic) Language
Acquisition (Chinese, English, Urdu)
Mathematics
Sciences
Individuals & Societies
Design
Physical & Health Education
Performing Arts & Visual Arts

The IB MYP focuses on learning conceptually. Since implementation began, teachers of
students in grades 6-10 have participated in IB MYP training and professional development
activities.
What do IB MYP classes look like?
While many of the following characteristics are evident in SZIA classrooms now, our
teachers continue collaborating to increase the following in all classrooms:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Inquiry based student-centered learning
Evidence of guiding questions posted in classrooms
Opportunities to practice critical and creative thinking
Instruction inspired by real world problem solving
Interdisciplinary focus
Connections to the IB learner profile

As an IB continuum school offering the MYP, Sheikh Zayed International Academy (SZIA)
implements the MYP Year 1-5 model:
• Year 1 = 6th Grade
• Year 2= 7thGrade
• Year 3= 8thGrade
• Year 4= 9thGrade
• Year 5= 10thGrade
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MYP Assessments
To measure what students have learned and to monitor their progress, IB teachers use a
range of assessment strategies including formative assessments that provide ongoing
feedback that can be used by instructors to develop their teaching and by students to
identify their strengths and weaknesses, and target areas that need improvement. Teachers
use summative assessments which are internationally benchmarked for middle school
students and are criteria-related.

What are MYP criterion-based assessments?
Criterion-based assessments are used to determine whether each individual student has
achieved the desired results of a specific skill or concept in a given task or learning scenario
through performance. SZIA uses MYP subject - specific assessment which supports individual
student learning journeys and lends itself to differentiation. SZlA's assessment practices are
concerned with finding out how much a student knows before instruction begins and after it
has finished. SZIA uses MYP year 1 criteria for 6th grade assessments and MYP Year 3 for8th
grade assessments and MYP Year 5 criteria for 9th and 10th grade assessments. The
assessments for 7th grade (MYP Year 2) are an age - appropriate combination of MYP Year 1
and 3 criteria used at the discretion of the subject-area teachers. There are four MYP criteria
for each subject. Annually, in every year of SZIA’s MYP model, all four criteria will be
addressed in each subject and all supporting criteria strands will be addressed at least twice.
MYP criteria in all eight MYP subjects will be posted on SZlA’s website for parent reference.

6

MYP E-Assessments and
Personal Projects
External moderation of the Middle Years Programme (MYP) personal project is mandatory in
year 5. At the same time, students can be registered for optional E-Assessment in all other
elements of the programme in year 5 - with students earning a formal, internationally
recognized certificate if they meet the success criteria.
MYP E-Assessment is a reliable, globally consistent and highly innovative assessment model
that helps achieve greater student outcomes and provides greater quality assurance
and recognition for International Baccalaureate• (IB) World Schools.

Benefits of E-Assessment
Through E-Assessment, students enjoy a richer experience during their final years of MYP
study, as their teachers have access to a greater range of contemporary stimulus material
and media content for questioning and discussion.
Through the use of technology and the focus on deeper levels of understanding, the
examination process is an engaging, positive experience for students, while ePortfolios
provide a stimulating and structured final unit of study. E-Assessment is therefore an
appropriate and natural culmination of a student's time in the Middle Years Programme
(MYP).
E-Assessments provide a rigorous and standardized summative assessment to motivate
teaching and learning. It is perfect for schools and parents who need external verification of
student achievement, or for school districts to measure programme impact.
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SZIA’S FUTURE SCOPE
For the year 2020-2021, we at SZIA will focus to:
1.

Expand the use of IB MYP criteria to assess students, multiple times each year in all
subject areas in MYP Years 1-5. Implement the interdisciplinary units in each of the MYP
years (grades6-10).

2.

Continue offering professional development to teachers and supporting their
collaboration within and across disciplines.

3.

Expand the number of service learning opportunities offered to students as part of
their regular curriculum across the subject areas and across the MYP years.

4.

Plan and execute the first IB MYP Personal Project Exhibition for our first MYP Year 5 class
in2020-2021.

5.

Conduct E-Assessments for our first MYP Year 5 class in 2020-2021.
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Additional Information
Helpful Websites:

www.ibo.org
IB organization website includes information on the IB MYP and the IB Diploma, university
recognition policies, curriculum materials, and many Supporting documents.

www.ibmidatlantic.org
Regional organization of IB schools that includes links to other IB schools and programs.

Visit us at:
Facebook: www.facebook.com/sziaae
Twitter: https://twitter.com/SZ_Academy

Contact us:
Email: info@szia.ae
Telephone Numbers: (051) 4939298-9 | +92 313 5006111
Address: Street 8, H-8/4 Islamabad, Pakistan-44000
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