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SZIA prides itself of its ‘internationalism’ in 
its student body and faculty who come from 
various countries and enrich our environ-
ment. Home to over 23 nationalities, differ-
ent mother tongues and varied culture and 
traditions, we manifest respect, tolerance, 
communication and genuine caring for one 
another. 
Believing that each student is an intellectual, 
emotional, social and physical being with 
unique attributes and abilities, the caring 
and supportive, highly quali�ied faculty 
aims to help each individual student to excel 
to the utmost of his/her capabilities. Each 
teacher is an expert in ensuring that the 
years spent at SZIA are dynamic yet gentle, 
challenging yet reassuring, exciting 
yet re�lective for the students. 

Sheikh Zayed International Academy, an IB 
World School, in Islamabad –the capital of 
Pakistan is housed on a spacious green 
campus with facilities and space to learn 
and blossom.It is a dynamic, private, 
non-pro�it academic institution operating 
under the patronage of H.H. Sheikh Mansour 
Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, a board of trustees 
from the Ministry of Presidential Affairs, 
Abu Dhabi through the embassy of United 
Arab Emirates-Islamabad, Pakistan. 
Established in 2003, Sheikh Zayed International 
Academy-Islamabad is a privately owned 
co-educational, international school which 
offers premium-quality education of an 
International standard to students from 
Playgroup to Grade 12 level and, hence, 
enjoys the reputation of being one of the 
most prestigious academic institutions in 
Pakistan.
Sheikh Zayed International Academy is the 
�irst  School in Islamabad to achieve accredi-
tation of all three IB programs i.e. DP, MYP 
and PYP. SZIA’s varied academic curricula 
offers a broad range of International Baccalau-
reate, Cambridge International Assessment 
Examinations and High School options.
With a consistent focus on setting a solid 
academic foundation, SZIA’s comprehensive 
and challenging curricula prepares students 
to achieve academic excellence and ful�ill 
their potential in every aspect of life to 
make the world a better place.
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The entire curriculum used at SZIA is 
enhanced with the incorporation of six IB 
approaches to teaching and �ive approaches 
to learning. A developed IT program to meet 
the needs of today’s students studying to 
the highest level including a purpose built 
science lab, mathematics lab, smart boards/-
data show facilitated instruction periods 
and lessons promoting critical thinking and 
research methods serves to develop skills in 
our students which enable them to pursue 
the academic system in existence in any 
college or university over the world.  
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 SZIA offers a broad range of co-curricular 
activities including variety of clubs, swimming 
classes, service learning projects and so 
much more. Wi-Fi is provided throughout 
the campus and a wide range of web-based 
resources for research and online learning. 
Students enthusiastically involve them-
selves in community service-learning 
opportunities in Islamabad.
Outstanding  academic  results  and 
superb acceptance record of SZIA 
students at the best universities 
throughout the world speak 
volumes  about   the 
credibility and prestige 
of the Academy.
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IBDP                 GRADUATION 
2020

 ‘DREAMS CAN NOT BE QUARANTINED!’

SZIA GRADS RECEIVE UNIQUE CELEBRATION AMID 
COVID-19 PANDEMIC UNDER THE MOTTO: 
‘DREAMS CAN NOT BE QUARANTINED!’

Unprecedented circumstances provide 
unprecedented opportunities for innova-
tion’- the sentence that aptly wraps up the 
efforts of the Principal of Sheikh Zayed Inter-
national Academy Islamabad, Mrs. Wafaa 
Abdul Ghaffar and the sterling support of 
the Ambassador of the United Arab Emir-
ates H. E Hamad Obaid Al Zaabi, to mark the 
accomplishment of IB-DP2 students.
On Saturday June 13, Sheikh Zayed Interna-
tional Academy Islamabad commemorated 
the success of the graduating class of 
session 2019-2020 at the Embassy of the 
United Arab Emirates in a novel fashion to 
make the day indelible for the students 
amid the restrictions of the Covid-19. 
Students of IB-DP2 clad in graduation 
gowns, caps, masks, gloves and face shields, 
gathered in their private cars festooned 
with balloons and banners in a convoy 
headed by the Principal’s car at the Embas-
sy of the United Arab Emirates. 

To ensure social distancing, students were 
instructed to remain in their private cars 
and brie�ly exit individually to receive the 
certi�icates of accomplishment from H.E 
Hamad Obaid Al Zaabi. 
To remind the graduates of ethical and 
professional responsibilities, the Principal, 
Mrs. Wafaa Abdul Ghaffar, took a Graduation 
Pledge from the students, who stood three 
metres apart keeping safe distance among 
them. The students pledged to be princi-
pled, open-minded and caring, to uphold to 
help this world become a better place and to 
use their knowledge and logic to make deci-
sions and choices for the best of humanity.  
At this auspicious moment, H.E Ambassador 
of the United Arab Emirates Hamad Obaid 
Al Zaabi congratulated the ‘SZIA GRADS’ in 
his stimulating address upon their achieve-
ment of a momentous milestone. H. E 
Hamad Obaid Al Zaabi urged the graduates 
to stand out as a role model for others, to 

shine and be successful in their future pursuits, 
and to stay connected to the school that has 
imparted such high standard of education. 
The ceremony concluded with a photo session 
of the graduates with the Principal, Mrs. Wafaa 
Abdul Ghaffar and cutting of a uniquely 
designed cake, prepared specially for this 
occasion. 
The distinctively organised graduation ceremony 
provided an opportunity to the graduates to 
celebrate their success and remember that no 
matter the current circumstances seem 
dismaying, yet the future will be promising.
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The PYP Exhibition is an IB requirement 
and an exciting challenge for students. This 
exhibition showcases the culmination of 
students’ early life journey from the ordi-
nary believers of phenomena happening 
around them to young researchers who are 
ready to seek answers through mesmeriz-
ing journey of scienti�ic research. 
Accumulatively, it is the celebration of the 
students’ �irst dive into the ocean of the 
never-ending world of research. The cultiva-
tion of an inquiry involving self-re�lection, 
collaboration, research and action is seen in 
students’ projects. The PYPX provides an 
opportunity for young researchers to share 
their message at the local, national and inter-
national level! 
Like always, students of SZIA maintained 
the tradition of leading the research and 
decided to �ind out ways to face the challeng-
es of the real world. Students selected their 
research projects based on their journey of 
observing, questioning and �inding out the 
answers, throughout PYP. The chosen topics 
are highly in�luential with immense impact 
on the entire world.

PYP Virtual Exhibition 
PYPX2021

1.All Lives Matter - Amna Anwar

2.Freedom of Speech - Maryam Sadiq

3.Arti�icial Intelligence - Zaina Aziz

Amna’s fascination with, “All Lives Matter”, 
helped her to �ind peaceful solutions to 
con�lict and a better quality of human life. 

Maryam Sadiq’s excelled in spreading aware-
ness about discrimination-based con�licts 
and suggested the way out. 

Zaina took the audience on a captivating 
journey of the wonders of Arti�icial Intelli-
gence and explored how AI is changing the 
world with some pros and cons.

As a homeroom teacher, it was a great learn-
ing experience for me as well. I have seen 
my students nurturing their curiosity and 
polishing their skills for inquiry and 
research. I thoroughly enjoyed assisting my 
students. Seeing them develop the ideas and 
execute them with such dedication was a 
great pleasure. Last but not least, It feels 
really overwhelming to see my students 
taking risks and substantial actions.

#PYP
X2021
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5.Isa Adnan-  Music Generator for Emotions

MYP Personal Project 
Virtual Exhibition 
MYPX2021

IB-Middle Years Programme (MYP) 
students at SZIA staged their personal proj-
ect exhibition virtually on February 26, 
2021 after the government announced 
school closures due to COVID-19.
During these unprecedented circumstances, 
Mrs. Wafaa Abdul Ghaffar, Principal at 
Sheikh Zayed International Academy, moti-
vated her students stage their personal proj-
ect exhibition virtually. Parents, mentors, 
teachers and students were invited to 
attend the event on Zoom which included 
the presentation of each student regarding 
the project.
The students overcame the challenges and 
made the exhibition possible by being 
risk-takers. The students’ work was later 
shared with the school community through 
the social media app Instagram and Face-
book.

The virtual exhibition allowed students to 
be critical thinkers as they had to adapt to 
the situation and �ind a creative solution for 
the virtual exhibition. In the planning 
process, students also discussed ways to 
curate the content to ensure a consistent 
exhibition.
Throughout the process, students proved 
themselves as effective communicators as 
they decided on a way to format each of 
their personal projects to ensure a consis-
tent exhibition, which involved pictures, 
video, QR codes and captions.
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1.Aizah Qaiser - Social Position of Transgender Community

2.Amir Mokrane Benkelai- Flags

3.Ammaar Rashid-  Keto Diet Recipe Book

4.Husnain Malik-  Scienti�ic Discoveries

5.Isa Adnan-  Music Generator for Emotions

6.Kynaat Mirza-  Documentry on Depression

7. Malaak Rehman - Research on Zodiac Signs

8. Tahmas Adyan -
Endangered Animals

9. Zahra Aziz -
Future of Mankind in Space#MYP

X2021
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The United Nations General Assembly 
designates a number of "International 
Days" to mark important aspects of 
human life and history. Various activities 
and events are arranged in Sheikh Zayed 
International academy on these days. 
Discussions on human rights and racial 
discrimination. Other activities include 
essays, photo projects, and published 
articles that promote the �ight against 
racial discrimination.

INTERNATIONAL
DAYS

 2020-2021

AUG 19: WORLD 
HUMANITARIAN 
DAY
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World Humanitarian Day is observed 
every year on  19 August as a way to 
perceive those who face   danger  and 
adversity in order to  helping others. It is 
also additionally a chance to celebrate 
the spirit that inspires humanitarian 
work around the globe. Students at 
Sheikh Zayed International academy; 
shared ideas and insights on the particu-
lar challenges faced by the humanitari-
an sector during the pandemic, as well 
as potential solutions to the challenges. 
They created anti-violence posters; 
“Practice Respect,” “Speak Up Against 
Violence,” “Be a Peacemaker” and “Bully 
Free Zone” were themes they chose.         



SEP 21: 
INTERNATIONAL 
DAY OF PEACE
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On 21 September, the United Nations 
calls on all nations and people to put 
down their weapons and reaf�irm their 
commitment to living in harmony with 
one another.  In Sheikh Zayed interna-
tional academy, we celebrated the Inter-
national Day of Peace by spreading com-
passion, kindness and hope in the face of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Children of 
different classes used their time and 
aimed at fortifying the standards of 
unity and equality, diversity and 
oneness, harmony and empathy and, 
most importantly, at advancing the 
culture of peace by writing a poem or 
message of peace before folding - and 
give them to others. Students of higher 
grades published articles that promote 
the �ight against racial discrimination as 
well as gave virtual presentations.

OCT 24: UNITED 
NATIONS DAY
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United Nations Day is an annual com-
memorative day, re�lecting the of�icial 
creation of the United Nations on 24 
October 1945. Students of SZIA took 
keen interest and created awareness 
about the day through virtual presenta-
tions, which were later posted on the 
SZIA Facebook page.

NOV 13: WORLD 
KINDNESS DAY

World Kindness Day is to highlight good 
deeds in the community focusing on the 
positive power and the common thread 
of kindness for good which binds us. 
Kindness is a fundamental part of the 
human condition which bridges the 
divides of race, religion, politics, gender 
and location. Students of SZIA took keen 
interest and created awareness about 
the day through virtual presentations, 
which were later posted on the SZIA 
Facebook page.



DEC 10: HUMAN 
RIGHTS DAY

14

Human Rights Day is celebrated annual-
ly across the world on 10 December 
every year. The date was chosen to 
honor the United Nations General 
Assembly's adoption and proclamation, 
on 10 December 1948, of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), 
the �irst global enunciation of human 
rights and one of the �irst major achieve-
ments of the new United Nations. 
Students of SZIA took keen interest and 
created awareness about the day 
through virtual presentations, which 
were later posted on the SZIA Facebook 
page.

FEB 02: WORLD 
WETLANDS DAY
World Wetland Day is celebrated every 
year on February 2. This day is observed 
to spread and raise awareness about the 
signi�icance and usefulness of wetlands 
for our planet. It is celebrated to com-
memorate the signing of the Ramsar 
convention on wetlands in 1971. The 
Ramsar convention is an international 
treaty for the conservation and sustain-
able use of wetlands. In Sheikh Zayed 
International Academy, students 
celebrated the World wetlands day with 
great enthusiasm. Students created 
different 3D models and posters show-
ing the importance of different kinds of 
wetlands in different climate zones. 
Moreover, they also shed light on how 
human activity is destroying them and 
why we need to revive wetlands at an 
unprecedented rate.
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MAR 08: 
INTERNATIONAL 
WOMEN'S DAY
Every year March 8 is celebrated as 
Women’s international day across the 
globe. The day is dedicated to celebrate 
cultural, social and political achieve-
ment of women all over the world and 
also, as a call for action encouraging 
people to standup for basic women’s 
right and gender equality. Students at 
sheikh Zayed international academy, 
observed the day with great zeal and 
zest. Students held group discussions 
and made virtual presentations acknowl-
edging achievements made by women, 
locally and internationally. Moreover, 
younger students paid tribute to the 
important women in their life by making 
greeting cards for them. Students also 
highlighted the problems and challeng-
es faced by women in an awareness 
raising activity.

MAR 21: 
INTERNATIONAL DAY 
FOR ELIMINATION OF 
RACIAL DISCRIMINATION
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The United Nations’ (UN) International 
Day for the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination is observed with a 
progression of occasions and activities 
worldwide on March 21 each year. The 
day means to help individuals to remem-
ber racial discrimination’s negative 
consequences. It also encourages people 
to remember their obligation and deter-
mination to combat racial discrimina-
tion. Students of Sheikh Zayed Interna-
tional academy celebrated this day by 
having discussions in the class on 
human rights and racial discrimination 
and making virtual presentations which 
were subsequently shared on the SZIA 
website. The students also participated 
in a community-building, awareness 
raising activity by speaking about racial 
discrimination on the school website.
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Is Innovation in
Education Curriculum 
                             – Limited?By
Wafaa Abdul Ghaffar- Educationalist
Chairperson IBPAK Association
Principal: Sheikh Zayed International School-Islamabad

Throughout the history of Educa-
tion, there has been different 
views about which the best 
Curriculum is. When opting to 
open a new school, the manage-
ment �inds it a hard decision to 
choose which curriculum to 
adopt. Teachers stand facing the 
same choice when they plan for 
their growing career, and parents 
likewise �ind it dif�icult to decide 
on the best curriculum for their 
children. Are we to believe that 
adopting one curriculum is the 
best choice that can be made or 
adopting a philosophy that relies 
on blending and matching 
various parts of different curricu-
la assures the best ingredients for 
a good teaching-learning recipe?
The debate about choosing one 
curriculum that is designed 
according to a connected frame-
work of scope and sequence that  

builds on prior themes and 
connects ideas might most likely 
win the vote of a lot of academic 
institutions, whilst other institu-
tions might aim to set their own 
curriculum that would look like a 
hybrid combination of different 
curricula and that serves their 
own view of the process and thus 
their unique philosophy. In both 
cases, the base is needed!
In a world where technology is 
leading with big leaps, we need to 
admit that we are faced with the 
fact of having to prepare our 
children for a more complex and 
internationalized future. 
Children who are not prepared to 
be global citizens will de�initely 
not be able to make it through to 
the top. They will lose the chance 
of being contributors in the 
future that will be packed with 
ideas and innovations beyond 

their comprehension. They 
would also not be equipped with 
what allows them to practically 
solve their everyday problems 
and to socially CONNECT!
Yet the main question we should 
shed light on is: In this big dream 
of the global world, are we consid-
ering the local society and the 
individual? Where does the 
student really stand in this world 
of global openness?
While I believe that IB is making 
it up to the top with an all round-
ed approach that is designed 
vertically and horizontally into a 
clear systematized framework, I 
still keep my say that any adopt-
ed design or curriculum should 
be molded to serve the communi-
ty and the culture. It would be of 
great mess for any academic insti-
tution to adopt a curriculum and 
put it in the hands of the academic

staff on board for its 
word-to-word application. Keep-
ing in mind that Education is the 
main factor that secures the well- 
being of the individual, I insist 
that the individual, wrapped up 
with his own direct local 
surrounding, has the biggest say 
in this global “act”!
A strong believer that Curriculum 
is the outcome of the culture, I 
still �ind it most wise to adopt an 
international curriculum that 
caters for global standards. The 
�inal curriculum that the institu-
tion would adhere to, however, I 
�ind to be the international curric-
ulum molded to serve your own 
institution and the community it 
belongs to. Here is where educa-
tional institutions excel different-
ly, for this molding is a blend of a 
lot of factors that should aim at 
serving the adopted curriculum 
in general and the local and 
individual essence in particular. 
To this, Triplication in designing 
the curriculum as per the philoso-
phy of your own institution, is of 
great importance.
Triplication in Education consists 
of the three factors I have been 
stressing; namely, Global Open-
ness, the Local Community and 
the Individual. Whether you deal 
with it in an ascending or a 
descending order, it really makes 
no difference. The importance is 
to embody each, with its own 
effect, into your curriculum 
design.
( I will hopefully shortly publish 
an article speci�ically about Tripli-
cation in Education)
To those who might have thought 
at the �irst glimpse of seeing the 
title: “ Isn’t innovation in design-
ing skills and strategies PART of 
the curriculum?”, I would say 
YES! However, I believe that clear 
, skillful and attracting framework 

are the components of a curricu-
lum to adopt that exist prior to 
creativity which is the institu-
tion’s own art work in seeing 
relationships among parts of the 
adopted curriculum and its own 
vision to be crowned in the end 
with the innovation of implement-
ing them. It is, in simple, going 
out of the limitation of the box to 
create another curriculum of 
harmony; a curriculum that 
serves its culture and at the same 
time allows its students to deal 
with the rapid growing world of 
technology in all its aspects.
Being the principal of an IB 
continuum school, I do con�irm 
that IB, in its global and 
high-skilled standard has 
supported us to help our 
students be international re�lec-
tive thinkers who enjoy the maxi-
mum learner pro�ile attributes, 
each by his/her own capacity and 
capability and to open to the 
global world with stable 
profound steps. Yet, the innova-
tion we exploited to make the 
connections serve our own 
community assures that our IB 
students “never fail to impress”!

To sum it all up, we need to know 
the difference between creativity 
and innovation in designing a 
curriculum. Creativity, in de�ini-
tion is about “unleashing the 
potential of the mind to conceive 
new ideas. Innovation is about 
introducing change into relative-
ly stable systems.“ It is the IMPLE-
MENTATION! Accordingly. You 
might be very creative in adopt-
ing a curriculum and applying it 
with success. However, it is inno-
vation that enables you to see 
relationships between the set 
curriculum and your own philoso-
phy of what should be. This, of 
course, composes of your experi-
ence, your ability to bridge ideas 
and �ind connections, the art of 
going beyond and the ultimate 
consideration of intuition 
brought up to professional deter-
minism !!! Altogether, implement-
ed on a highly creative standard 
sets the curriculum of your insti-
tution on a high standard of 
education.



International Mindedness 
and Global Citizenship: 
Perspective of an IB Continuum School

by Mrs. Saadia Tariq
MYP Coordinator
Sheikh Zayed International Academy-Islamabad 

Developing global citizens is part 
of virtually every international 
school’s mission statement — it’s 
in their DNA. But, how do schools 
intentionally inspire and educate 
students to become global 
citizens? What are the best prac-
tices for preparing students to 
become responsible leaders in 
today’s interconnected world? 
The ideas are endless!
The concepts of ‘International 
Mindedness’ and ‘Global Citizen-
ship’ are central to the Interna-
tional Baccalaureate (IB) and sit 
at the heart of its education 
policies and programmes. Inter-
national mindedness not only 
helps develop consideration and 
understanding between individu-
als from different cultural back-
grounds, but also hones the skills
that the students will require in 
further education and in workplaces

that will increasingly rely on an 
ability to communicate, cooper-
ate and work with others from 
various backgrounds. When we 
refer to international minded-
ness, it seems that what we really 
mean is global citizenship. We are 
looking to make the connection 
between the local and the global, 
to develop a curriculum that will 
prepare children to recognise 
and confront global issues, and to 
do so in a spirit of openness 
towards those whose cultural, 
linguistic and personal experi-
ence is different from their own.
International Mindedness at 
Sheikh Zayed International Acad-
emy-Islamabad, an IB Continuum 
School, is a concept underpinned 
by a set of skills, behaviours and 
values which enable us to 
embrace diverse opinions and 
cultures, care about local and 

global communities and the 
environment, and take action to 
make positive changes in the 
world we share. The following 
mission statement of SZIA rightly 
communicates the ethos of the 
school:
“The mission of Sheikh Zayed 
International Academy-Islam-
abad is to help our students to 
become positive-thinking 
citizens who use knowledge and 
experience to develop their coun-
tries and to be active citizens in 
making a better future world. To 
this end, our main aim is to help 
our students grow as responsi-
ble, knowledgeable, thinking 
adults who retain their culture 
and traditions and, at the same 
time, respect all other nations, 
races and religions.”
The mission statement of SZIA 
stresses  on   retaining   our   own 
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culture, yet respecting all other 
cultures which nurtures the 
sense of ‘Global Citizenship’ 
amongst our students. Students 
at SZIA come from a range of 
diverse backgrounds and 
cultures. At present, our school 
community comprises of twenty 
three different nationalities.  The 
students’ communities allow 
opportunities to ponder their 
identity and sense of place in the 
world as they themselves shift 
from languages, cultures and 
national belonging. Within this 
�luid and shifting environment, 
students take into consideration 
their individuality, their cultural 
heritage and their role in partici-
pating in the global community. 
Not only this, students encom-
pass their role as a global citizen 
as they explore the global issues 
in various disciplines. This explo-
ration of local and global issues 
also develops our students to 
become critical thinkers. The 
development of critical thinking 
skills goes hand-in-hand with our 
philosophy of global mindedness 
encouraging a deeper under-
standing of local and global 
issues. We believe that education 
for international mindedness and 
global citizenship is key for being 
a “critical thinker”, and thus 
far-reaching and relevant to all 
areas of the curriculum, in every 
classroom, regardless of age.
‘Global Citizenship’ is a perspec-
tive on the world and how every-
one can make a contribution. 
Often misunderstood as simply a 
“unit” on “other cultures” or a 
simplistic study of cultures and 
traditions, we believe that 
elements of international minded-
ness must be included within the 
curriculum as an approach to 
learning for all subjects and not 
as an add-on to certain content. 
With teacher planning and 
creativity, international minded-
ness can be successfully integrat-
ed into all subject areas. 

Art is a subject that works well in 
building international minded-
ness, as “creativity transcends 
borders, and the arts are a great 
way to connect to other cultures.” 
An example of this could be to 
encourage students from differ-
ent backgrounds to create autobi-
ographical art that shows the 
different cultures in�luencing 
their identities. Teachers could 
also introduce students to artists 
from different cultures, or 
discuss why techniques and 
themes were used at various 
times and how they developed 
through history. Another way of 
putting international minded-
ness into practice is �inding ways 
to allow students to make art in 
collaboration with the wider 
community. Many students say 
they value putting their ideas on 
global issues into action. It allows 
them to witness situations 
�irsthand rather than just discuss-
ing theories in class. Not only 
this, exposing the students’ to the
texts of different authors, belong-
ing to various ethnic back-
grounds, deeply broadens the 
vision of our students making 
them culturally aware. Neverthe-
less, it should be acknowledged 
that implementing such learning 
opportunities within the class-
room is not without challenges. A 
major challenge is the con�lict 
between the values of the school 
and the host culture. One effec-
tive way around this is for teach-
ers to not impose or give their 
views directly to students, but to 
instead encourage students to 
consider all their cultural in�luences
and conduct their own enquiries 
into issues.
However, school leaders must 
also realise that we can not disre-
gard the importance of language 
in building global citizenship and 
international mindedness. One of 
the most pressing issues in inter-
national schools is students 
moving through years of school-
ing  and learning little to none of 
the language of their host country. 

This doesn’t seem to �it the ideals 
of either global citizenship or inter-
national mindedness.
Language is a huge part of learning 
about ourselves, our community 
and the place where we live. 
Becoming a global citizen requires 
moving out of an English-only 
mindset and into a place where we 
learn to communicate with others 
through their own languages. 
Becoming internationally minded 
requires seeing value in investing 
in learning other languages, as 
portals to other cultures, other 
ways of thinking, other ways of 
doing.
SZIA has stepped up to the plate, 
with the leader, Mrs. Wafaa Abdul 
Ghaffar, at the head, to work on 
varied languages; EAL/ELL, host 
country languages, home languag-
es, world languages. All of these 
are essential building blocks of the 
mission of international education. 
Otherwise global citizenship and 
international mindedness are just 
empty ideals. We need other 
school leaders to also be leaders in 
the area of languages, to feel 
responsibility for how languages 
are taught and learned in their 
schools, and to strive to improve 
this area of education as well.
To conclude, international minded-
ness must be de�ined in a way that 
is relevant to the context and demo-
graphics of the individual school. It 
is also important that teachers and 
support staff within the school 
experience continual development 
in their own international minded-
ness, as it will not just happen from 
working in a multicultural environ-
ment. International mindedness is 
important for developing both 
responsibility in students, so they 
can contribute to global develop-
ment in the future, and their ability 
to work in multicultural work 
environments. Finally, internation-
al mindedness must be supported 
by an inclusive school ethos to 
encourage its integration into all 
curriculum areas.
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